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literary, and electricity were first used by him. He
made many others too, not quite so common, but
words which later writers and speakers could hardly
do without.

Another seventeenth-century writer, John Evelyn,
the author of the famous Diary which has taught us so
much about the times in which he lived, was a great
maker of words. Most of his new words were made
from foreign words, and as he was much interested
in art and music, many of his words relate to these
things. It was Evelyn who introduced the word
opera into English, and also outline, altitude, mono-
chrome (" a painting in one shade "), and pastel,
besides many other less common words.

Robert Boyle, a great seventeenth-century writer
on science, gave many new scientific words to the
English language. The words pendulum and in-
tensity were first used by him, and it was he who
first used fluid as a noun.

The poets Dryden and Pope gave us many new
words too. "

Dr. Johnson, the maker of the first great English
dictionary, added some words to the language. As
everybody knows who has read that famous book,
Boswell's Life of Johnson, Dr. Johnson was a man
who always said just what he thought, and had no
patience with anything like stupidity. The expres-
sion fiddlededee, another way of telling a person
that he is talking nonsense, was made by Mm,
Irascibility, which means " tendency to be easily